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Oswald 




Free-lance writer Kerry W. Thornley, 
once a Marine Corps buddy of Lee Harvey 
Oswald, was charged with perjury by Dis- 
trict Attorney Jim Garrison today in con- 
nection with his testimony Feb. 8 before the 
Orleans Parish Grand Jury in its Kennedy 
assassination probe. 

The 29-year-old Thornley was accused 
of lying before the jury when he testified 
that he had not been with Oswald in New 
Orleans in September of 1963. 

OSWALD WAS THE MAN NAMED by 
the Warren Commission as the lone as- 
sassin of President Kennedy* in November, 
1963, at Dallas, Tex. 

The charge details the testimony of 
Thornley and the questioning by Garrison, 


who has spearheaded the Kennedy investiga- 
tion. 


IN IT THORNLEY DENIED meeting 
with Oswald. In reply to Garrison’s ques- 
tions, the witness said he had been told by 
Barbara Reid, a French Quarter resident, 
that he had been seen with Oswald that 
September in the Bourbon House restaurant. 

Thornley told the jury, the charge al- 
leges, that he was sure he had not met with 
, Oswald despite Miss Reid’s statements. 

THE CHARGE SAYS THAT Thornley 
knew this testimony was “false and untrue.*’ ; 

Thornley, who has written two novels 
See PROBE— Page 4 
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concerning Oswald, “Idle War- 
riors” and “Oswald,” has 
said repeatedly that he never 
saw the accused murderer af- 
ter they went their separate 
way in the Marine Corps. 

Now a resident of Tampa, 
Fla., Thornley had first fought 
extradition to New Orleans to 
testify before the jury, but 
later changed his mind, 

In Tampa, Thornley said the 
perjury charge is false and 
said he had a “feeling of fu- 
tility about going through the 
rest of my fife bailing myself 
out of debt over this thing.” 

He said he probably would 
not fight extradition and would 
ask for a public defender to 
represent him in court. 

IN RESPONSE TO the 
charge, Thornley said there 
is either a conspiracy afoot to 
“frame me” by someone with 
a large amount of money, or 
the grand jury was misled by 
“an overwhelming amount of 
circumstantial coincidences.” 

Many witnesses, Thornley 
declared, apparently “delib- 
erately lied” in testifying that 


they saw nun with Oswald in 
restaurants and other places. 

“I have neither the re^ 
sources investigative-wise nor 
legal-wise to prove that these 
witnesses were lying,” he said. 
“I feel a comprehensive in- 
vestigation would clear me.” 
He has said that before he 
left New Orleans in Septem- 
ber, 1967, he gave Garrison 
an affidavit concerning Os- 
wald and his relationship with 
him at the Marine Corps base 
at El Toro, Calif. 

Along with the charge, Gar- 
rison filed these quotations 
from the testimony of Thorn- 
ley before the grand jury: 

Q. You left the Sheraton 
Charles the second time on 
Sept. 20, 1963. Now going 
back, can you remember 
about a week afterward where 
you were? > \ ■ 

A. I have -been going 
through this whole September 
thing so much in my mind 


Q. HAVE YOU REACHED 
some result as to this last 
week in September? 

A. No, the only thing refer- 
ring to this time period, ever 
since the assassination Bar- 
bara Reid said, “Mark my 


words, when ine iruin or me 
assassination comes out,”— 
and this was within a week 
after Oswald was killed, and 
it was in her house one night 
—and she said, “When the 
truth of the assassination 
comes out it will be a New 
Orleans-based conspiracy, it 
will have right-wing elements 
involved and it will have 
something to do with Latin 
elements.” 

Q. What do you recall think- 
ing about this last week in 
September? 

A. LET ME TELL you first 
how I got on to thinking about 
it to begin with. She said she 
had seen me sitting with Os- 
wald in my little corner of the 
Bourbon House, where I sat 
whenever it was empty, and 
she had said to me a couple of 
times, “You have a nice 
voice” or something like that. 
I did not know her too well 
but I had seen her around and 
I had been introduced to her 
casually— we weren’t friends 
or anything. She was sitting 
up at the bar and I was sit- 
ting down here and somebody 
was on my right and she said 
“I am sure you were sitting 
there with Oswald, I am 
positive it was Oswald, be- 


cause 1 never xuiget a iace; 

I have been a casting director j 
and I never forget a face, he 
was very neat and he sitting 
there and talking to you and I 
made that qomment to you 
about your voice”— and I re- j 
member the incident, I was 
i I sitting there one day, I was : 
talking to somebody and Bar- 
bara did make a comment 
about my voice, and the rea- 
son I think it was not Oswald 
is because first of all that 
night she was talking to me 
and we decided after talking 
about two hours, that she was ; 
so sure of herself, and all of 
this travel pattern had 
emerged and I am saying 
Barbara is suggesting, she is 
saying, “Well, maybe you 
didn’t recognize him, he came 
walking in,” and of course 
there is always the other con- 
sideration that I was revising 
the book at that time and he 
I could have come walking in, 
and she convinced me that 
this is what probably hap- 
pened, he came walking in 
• and sat next to me and we 
| were talking to her and she 
)» made this comment on my 
voice and she went back to 
j her conversation and I went 
back to mine ... 

Q. DID SHE SEE you with 


Oswald r . 

A. I don’t think she did be- 
cause the next day I started 
asking people . . . 

Q. You don’t think so? 

A. I don’t know whether it 
was Oswald, I can’t remem- 
ber who was sitting there 
with me, I don’t think it was 
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Oswald for two reasons, the 
first thing is if I could re- 
member who it was then I 
could say definitely, in view 
of the fact that ... 

Q. I understand those facts, 
but in view of the fact that 
you were writing a novel 
about him, I should think you 
would recognize him. 

A. YES, THIS was Bar- 
bara’s theory. 

Q. Was her theory right? 

A. I don’t know. First of all, 
the next day I started saying 
to people “Barbara is sure she 
saw me with Oswald in the 
Bourbon House.” That is the 
first thing. I kept asking 
people. 

Q. Did you ask them if they 
saw you at the Bourbon 
House with Oswald? 

A. No I did not ask them, 
how would they know? Bar- 
bara was there. I said Bar- 
bara is sure she saw me at 
the Bourbon House with Os- 
wald, I don’t know whether it 
is true or not but she is sure 
she saw me there and she has 
convinced me that she saw 
me. And everybody said, 
“Oh, Barbara Reid gets in- 
volved with everything that 
happens.” 

Q. IS IT POSSIBLE that you 
were with Oswald at the Bour- 
bon House? 

A. I don’t think it possible. 
For here is the other reason. 
I remembered this thing that 
happened after she turned 
away and after she went back 
to conversing with this person 
at the bar and I felt obli- 
gated to explain to this per- 
son sitting with me, “That is 
Barbara Reid, she is a char- 
acter around here,” to some- 
body who did not know Bar- 
bara,” She is a witch or 
something like this, and I felt 
that there was a barrier to 
my explaining this to this per- 
son and this could only have 
been one of the Cuban waiters 
at the Sheraton-Charles and 
the only barrier would have 
been a language barrier , . . 
why did I feel that this was 
a barrier, and on the basis of 
that— that is all I know. On 
the basis of that, I am sure I 
was not with Oswald, but 
Barbara is sure I was. 

Q. All right, have you fin- 
ished giving me the basis for 
getting to what you were do- 
ing the last week in Septera- 


ber? 

A. That is the only thing I 
don’t know what I was doing. 

Q. . . . ARE YOU SURE 
that you never saw Lee Har- 
vey Oswald in New Orleans in 
1963? For a while you seem- 
ed to be on the fence. . ; 

A. No, the only time I ever 
thought I did was when Bar- . 
bara Reid was so sure about 
it, and I became convinced, 
but I am sure I did not see 
Oswald and recognize him in. 
New Orleans in 1963. 

. Q. You are telling me there 
was a point when she had con- 
vinced you that you were with 
Oswald? 

A. Yes, she convinced me, 
certainly, there was the two 
hours or so she was talking 
to me and she said, “Kerry, 
what must have happened was 
this, you must have walked 
into the Bourbon House and 
he must have sat down next 
to you . . .” She was so cer- 
tain, so positive . . * 

Q. Did it seem to you that 
was possible? 

A. It seemed to be possible, 
when she got all through, un- 
til the next day and people 
began to say Barbara Reid 
connects herself with every- 
thing that happens, then it 
seemed impossible ... 

Q. Does it seem possible 
now? 

A. Well, no, it doesn’t seem 
possible to me unless I was 
drugged or something. ... 

Joe B. Brown, Ruby' 
TrianJtHJfe^JWes'r' 

DALLAS (AP) - Judge Joe 
B. Brown, 60, who presided over 
the stormy murder trial of Jack 
Ruby, died last night of a heart 
attack. As a judge of criminal 
district court since 1957 he tried 
more than 34,000 cases. 

Ruby shot to death Lee Har- 
vey Oswald as Oswald, the ac- 
cused assassin of President 
John F. Kennedy, was being 
transferred from the Dallas City 
Jail. Ruby’s conviction was re- 
versed on appeal, but he died 
before a second trial could be 
held. 


